
 

2016 Legislative Priorities 
 

Since the recession of 2008, state funding for public education has been drastically reduced. A significant 
funding gap continues to exist for local school divisions despite the diligent work of localities to replace lost 
funds. Because the funding challenges are coupled with a rapidly changing student population and new 
education reforms, many of our local school divisions have been left completely hamstrung, forced to reduce 
staff, increase class size, eliminate programs, and cut spending on professional development. It is time to 
reinvest in the education of Virginia’s children to ensure that they all have access to a high quality education.  
 
Funding and Flexibility  

 ACPS supports fully funding the biennial “rebenchmarking” of the state Direct Aid to public education.  

 ACPS supports increased flexibility in local use of SOQ funding. Funding categories are often rigid and 
not reflective of differences among local needs. Increased flexibility would allow school divisions to move 
funds from one SOQ requirement category to another based on individual school needs.  

 ACPS supports positions directly related to instruction in the classroom be funded as they were prior to 
the initiation of the SOQ Support Position Cap.  

 ACPS supports efforts to continue to shore up state VRS funding.  

 ACPS supports the utilization of lottery funds for school construction and supplementing state SOQ 
funding rather than supplanting general fund support.  

 ACPS supports additional state funding to allow school divisions to adjust and adapt their career and 
technical education programs to better meet the changing workforce needs of their community and the 
Commonwealth.  

 ACPS opposes vouchers or tuition tax-credits for non-public schools.  
 
Local Control  

 ACPS opposes the charter school constitutional amendment. This resolution seeks a constitutional 
amendment to divest local school boards of the sole authority to approve charter schools, vesting 
authority with a gubernatorial appointed board.  
- Local school boards are best equipped to assess the needs of their students and the locality.  

- Local school boards are responsible for the outcomes of all schools, including charter schools, within 
the local school system so they should be solely responsible for the authorization of any new school.  

- A rigorous study by the Center for Research on Education Outcomes (CREDO) found “a 
significant negative impact on student academic growth” for charters in states that allow multiple 
agencies to authorize these schools. In effect, CREDO said, the presence of multiple authorizers 
allows charter organizers to “shop” for the most advantageous route to approval.  

 ACPS supports increased local control of the school calendar, including extended day, extended year 
and year round school options without having to request a waiver.  

 
Challenged Schools  

 ACPS supports the General Assembly finding ways to bridge resource gaps for challenged schools. We 
ask the General Assembly to support funding of divisions committed to specialized training and 
professional development, to offer maximum SOQ flexibility to match resources with needs and 
demands, and to expand funding to support broadband and technology infrastructure to close the 
technology resource gap between students in poverty and other students.  

 ACPS encourages the General Assembly to explore incentives for high-quality teachers in schools 
accredited with warning or denied accreditation, including student-loan forgiveness, bonuses, housing 
incentives, or tuition assistance to extend certifications in critical needs areas.  

 
Student Learning  

 ACPS supports the establishment of a balanced assessment and accountability system, as defined by 
local school boards, that utilizes a more complete picture of student learning by providing both measures 



of achievement (such as the Standards of Learning (SOL) tests) and state-approved, authentic 
measures of individualized student growth over time. Such a system would promote student learning 
through collaboration, communication, problem-solving, and creativity, and allow for flexibility for 
students and teachers.  

 ACPS supports a reduction in the number of SOL tests to carefully selected grade-levels and content-
areas to permit the reallocation of assessment dollars and instructional time.  

 
Implementation of statewide health insurance option  

 ACPS supports legislation that would allow local school boards and divisions to have the option to 
participate in the Commonwealth’s health plan. Moving to a statewide insurance option for local school 
divisions could save millions of dollars in the years ahead. These savings could be used to provide 
needed school funding. The Commonwealth would have much greater leverage in rate negotiations with 
insurance providers than would any one of the 132 individual school divisions. JLARC estimates savings 
could reach $44 to $66 million annually.  

 


